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Background 
In early 1990s, economic boost brought great pressure to the shortage of resources, and threatened the frail environment in China. Chinese government started to realize that traditional environmental protection means was not enough to solve all the keep on the principle of the development environmental issues. In 1992, The United Nations environment development conference Putting forward can keep on the principle of the development. To heighten the public awareness in environmental protection and encourage the public to be engaged in environmental protection sector, which have made itself into two critical means of stimulating environmental protection in China. According to this principle, Chinese government focused on bringing Environmental Labeling Plans into enhancing awareness of environmental protection in consumers. In hopes of heightening the awareness of environmental protection, the mark will become an effective way to guide manufactures.
Intention

Environmental Labeling is a certificated mark of products, which not only manifests products of high quality, but also meets the criterion of environment requirement in the process of manufacture, use and disposal. It takes environmental advantages over other co generic products in terms of low poison and resource saving. At the same time, the certificated mark guides enterprises to reorganize industrial structure in competitive market, which helps them to adopt clean technology and manufacture environmental friendly products, so as to aim at approaching harmony between environmental protection and economic development also hope to can increase the business competition ability of Chinese enterprise in the international market. 

China Environmental labelling 
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SEPA officially published the figure of Environmental Label in China on August 25, 1993. The figure is composed of sun, verdant hill and water in the center. It is circled with ten rings. Its central construction stands for environment that human exists, and peripheral ten rings closely connect to each other, which expressed that the public participate in environmental protection. At the same time, the ring and environment share a Chinese character in common, which implies that all the people unite together to protect out human environment.

Status Quo

Since August 25, 1993, the former National Environmental Protection Agency of China (NEPA) had published the figure of China Environmental Labeling with ten rings. In 1994, China Environmental Labeling developed its plans. from 1993 to 2006, The China Environmental Labelling has been over Thirteen years.

With China’s further opening, rapid economic development and improved living standard, The China Environmental Labelling has overcome the difficulties at initial stage. And now it is getting mature and perfect. The China Environmental Labelling (The ten-ring label) has registered in the Trademark Office of State Administration for Industry and Commerce as a verified label in environmental protection area. 

With thirteen-year’s efforts and the lead of SEPA, China has essentially established its system of certification for environmental labeling products connecting to the universe. It is known that China has transferred the series criteria of ISO 14020 in short time period, including ISO 14020, 14021, 14024 and so forth, which have been carried out between 2000 and 2001 and laid the foundation for basic principles and thoughts. At present, the means and procedure of certification for environmental labeling in China are accordant with the international usual practice, broadly contacting with certification organization from other countries. The certificated categories of environmental labeling products and the technical requirements of certification for environmental labeling products are connected with the international developing tendency and the advanced criteria. Some of the technical requirements are similar to those of the European Community or of other countries, creating the condition for the international recognition.

Over the past years, China Environmental Labeling has become increasingly greater. The categories and quantities of environmental labeling products expend annually. Right now, over 20000 kinds of products from nearly 1300 enterprises have gained the China certification for environmental labeling. Meanwhile, China has set up more than 50 technical requirements for environmental labeling products, reaching 55 categories of environmental products certificated.

China Environmental Labelling product Category and Standard
	No.
	Name

	1
	Household Refrigerators

	2
	Lead-Free Gasoline for Vehicles

	3
	Products Made from Recycled Paper

	4
	Hg-Cd-Pb Free Rechargeable Battery

	5
	Detergents

	6
	Hg-free Dry Cells & Batteries

	7
	Moth Resistant Woolens

	8
	Packaging Materials

	9
	Soft Drinks

	10
	Energy-saving Fluorescent Lamps

	11
	Energy-saving Low-mercury Double-capped Fluorescent Lamps

	12
	Energy-saving Electronic Ballasts

	13
	Toys for Children

	14
	Low-noise Washing Machies

	15
	Energy-saving Low-noise Room Air Conditioners

	16
	Energy saving and Low Discharge Gas Ranges

	17
	Aerosol

	18
	Ceramic Tableware

	19
	CFCs-free Refrigerating Equipment for Industry and Commerce

	20
	Household Microwave Ovens

	21
	Asbestos-free Building Materials

	22
	Halon-free Fire-extinguishers

	23
	Adhesives

	24
	Phosphorus Gypsum Building Materials

	25
	Ecotypic Textile

	26
	Non-aluminum Pressure Agent

	27
	Low Radiant Color TV

	28
	Magnetic Electric Antiscale Hydrotreater

	29
	Safe Mothproof Agent

	30
	Wood Based Panels and Finishing Products

	31
	Low Pollution Motorcycle

	32
	Plastic Water & sewage Pipe

	33
	Copier

	34
	ODS Substitute

	35
	CFCs-free Foamed Plastics

	36
	Aerosol Products

	37
	Products Made from Recycled Plastics

	38
	Disposable Food & Drink Container

	39
	Fibrous Desiccants for Packaging

	40
	Low Pollution Light Weight Vehicles

	41
	Clay Pigeons

	42
	Solar-powered Watch & Clock

	43
	Smokeless Convolve Mosquito-repellent Incense

	44
	Water Based Coatings

	45
	Metal Welding & Cutting Gas

	46
	Energy-saving Door & Windows

	47
	Microcomputers and Displays

	48
	Sanitary Ceramics

	49
	Light Panels

	50
	Blocks for architecture

	51
	Dry-type Power Transformers

	52
	Porcelain　Brick

	53
	Facsimile Machine

	54
	Air Hygiene joss-stick

	55
	Wallpaper


Organizational Structure of Environmental Labeling Program in China
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Environmental Labeling products greatly facilitate Green Consumption of China

The successful launch of environmental labeling effectively promotes and conducts the formation and the development of healthy food in China. It improves the environmental behaviors of enterprises, to guarantee its products quality. It also help guide to the healthy consumption as well as develop the green economy. All in all, it does a great contribution to the concordant development between environment and economy. Simultaneously, China Environmental Labeling performs a great influence at home and abroad. It positively pushed forward the international trade of textile industry of China, which gradually becomes a green passport of consumption and trade.

Most certificated environmental labeling products in China are greatly relevant to the projects of Greener Beijing Olympics. The increasing number of environmental friendly products lays a firm foundation for the Greener Olympics. China Environmental Labeling gave a journal “Green Olympics, Green Purchase” to Beijing Organization Committee for the Olympics as well as American consumer Choice organization, Canadian Environmental Labeling organization and world ecological labeling organization. Beijing Organization Committee for Olympics has expressed the will in speech to cooperate with Environmental labeling, contributing to Chinese environmental course and green economy.

Entrepreneurs and the public supported environmental labeling products in that they could obtain win-win benefits both in terms of environment and economy. Such strength proved to be move obvious for entrepreneurs. As investigated, all the products with environmental labeling enjoyed increasing market share, lowest at 5%, those over 70% accounts for more than 30%. For example, a special kind of floor product manufactured by Tianjin Fuya Group, with environmental labeling, has been ordered by foreign companies overall. Environmental labeling products have enjoyed great success in market.

The “Survey on Chinese Public’s Environmental-protected Consumption” Collected Statistic Shows: When doing purchase, 58% customers would take quality into first consideration; another 35% preferred the wholesome and environmental-protected property. Factors concerning with brand renown, service and price gained much less attention in consumption. The most direct and obvious achievement can be seen in the increasing amount of Environmental labeling-aware consumers, from less than 20% past to 80% now!

Development environment labeling of policy issues in China

The Chinese government will continue support the development of environment labeling
The SEPA will continue on the following functions: to offer the policy support to Environmental labeling products and provide the technologic leading as well as scientific standardizing, therefore to issue the guide and requirements for Environmental labeling certification; to launch the research of environmental labeling technology and policies; to supervise the certificated activities according to the regulation of environmental management.

The Chinese Ministry of Finance and The SEPA are establishing the system on Green Public rocurement.

To urge the related international Environmental labeling organization communication and cooperation






















Functions: to enforce the requirement concerning improving the technique and quality of certification which is issued by SEPA; to make sure that the label by honored, managed and supervised properly; to cooperate with CCEL for publicizing and honoring the Environmental Labeling and the like.





China Environmental United Certification Center Co., Ltd (CEC)





Functions: to investigate the developing situation and tendency of environmental labeling both domestically and overseas; to propose the type and direction of the certificated system of Environmental Labeling products; to publicize the China Environmental Labeling and promote the products; to honor the outstanding units and individuals in the field of environmental labeling; to urge the related international communication and the like





China Certification Committee for Environmental Labeling 





State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA)





Function: to offer the policy support for Environmental Labeling products and technology development; to issue the guide and requirements for accrediting environmental labeling products: to research the technology and policies concerning Environmental Labeling: to supervise the management and certification.
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