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Mr. Chairmen,

Distinguished Experts

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning/ Afternoon?

I would like to present status of environment regarding Water Supply, Waste Water and Solid Waste Management Infrastructure in Bangladesh.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bangladesh is a low- lying country with a total area of 147570 Sq. km. It stretches between 20°34' and 26°38' north latitude and between 88°01' and 92°41' east longitude. It is mostly surrounded by Indian Territory except for a small strip in the southeast by Myanmar. Bay of Bengal lies on the south. Most of its area is relatively flat lying in the deltaic plain of the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna river system. Bangladesh became an independent country on 16th December 1971 with Dhaka as it’s capital.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Government of Bangladesh has, by now, adopted a number of policies, plans, acts and rules concerning environmental management and sustainable development in Bangladesh. With pursuant to UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, Bangladesh has developed Environment Policy in 1992, which recognizes the intricate linkages of poverty, population pressure, illiteracy, and inadequate health care facility and lack of public awareness - all these together have a serious impact on the environment. 

Bangladesh also formulated National Environment Management Action Plan (NEMAP), which was an environmental planning exercise initiated by the Ministry of Environment and Forest following the commitments made under Agenda 21. NEMAP identified the key environmental issues and the actions required to halt or reduce the rate of environmental degradation, improve the natural and manmade environment, conserve habitats and biodiversity, promote sustainable development and improve quality of human life. 

In 1995 we have enacted environment conservation act and under this act we have promulgated environment conservation rules in 1997.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In a developing country like Bangladesh our infrastructural facilities for water supply, waste water and solid waste management system are not that much sound and virtually these are getting more and more emphasis through various course of development activities undertaken by the government, non-government organizations and the development partners. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bangladesh has achieved significant coverage in water supply during the past decades primarily due to the availability of suitable ground water aquifers at shallow depth. These enabled private drillers to install hand pump tube wells at affordable cost and provided potable water to households based on demand. Nearly seven million hand pumps have been installed throughout the country of which about 1.2 million by the government agencies and the rest through private drillers, mostly in the rural, small towns, and peri-urban areas. The rural coverage in these areas reached 97% until the detection of arsenic in some areas. This has caused a decline in coverage to about 76%, and is likely to put Bangladesh off-track in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) in water supply. In spite of serious challenge of poverty, the effort to achieve nearly universal water supply coverage has become an example of global best practice.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

A comparable miracle is taking place in rural sanitation since the first South Asian Ministerial Conference on Sanitation (SACOSAN) in 2003, where the Government declared a goal to achieve universal rural sanitation by 2010. From a meager 35% rural sanitation coverage, the country has reached a remarkable 70% coverage over a period of three years, through the adoption of a Community and Local Government Led Total Sanitation Campaign (CLTS). The urban scenario, however, is more complex and challenging. Urban population is increasing at one of the fastest rates across the world. The current urban population of 35 million is increasing at a rate of 3.5% per year and by the year 2050 nearly 50% of the people will reside in urban areas, of which over 30 million will be in the city of Dhaka, likely to be the second largest city in the world. Although urban water and sanitation coverage figures appear impressive at 71%, only about 40% of the population receives intermittent water through piped systems, while the remainder does so through hand-pumps. 

The inclusion of Water and Sanitation as one of the components of the Bangladesh Poverty Reduction Strategy is a significant recognition of the critical importance the Government has assigned to the sector as a means of poverty reduction. This has encouraged the main sector stakeholders and international development organizations to align with the Governments strategy and mobilize technical and financial assistance to support the MDGs for the water and sanitation sector.       

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Wastewater produced from municipal and industrial sources is of prime concern in Bangladesh.  Municipal wastewater produced from Dhaka and the other main cities are not disposed in an environment -friendly way. Thus these wastewaters along with industrial wastes are making pollution load to the surface water and the main freshwater rivers along the main cities are losing their lifeline, gradually. We've to revert the situation.  Our government is keenly trying to curb the situation. Enough number of waste treatment facilities to be installed around the main cities is under active consideration of the government. Relocation of Tannery industries from Dhaka city is underway. Department of Environment is not awarding any environmental clearance to the industries until the effluent treatment facilities are being installed. Monitoring and Enforcement activities have been strengthened to make the effluent treatment facilities operational on a continuous basis in the industrial premises. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Solid waste disposal poses a greater problem because it leads to land pollution if openly dumped, water pollution-if dumped in low lands, and air pollution-if burnt. An inadequate information base on the quantity, type, and characteristics of wastes; poor operation and maintenance of service facilities; and, above all, a lack of civic awareness on the part of a section of the population are together leading to the deteriorating environmental situation in terms of waste management in the main cities of Bangladesh. 

Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh and home to an estimated 10 million people, is facing environmental hazard and public-health risk due to uncollected disposal of waste on streets and other public areas, drainage congestion by indiscriminately dumped wastes, and contamination of water resources near the uncontrolled dumping sites. Dhaka City Corporation (DCC), the responsible authority for solid waste management in the city, is falling short in providing a satisfactory service to the city dwellers with its limited resources and a poor management plan. 

About 4 years back, a  DCC estimate revealed that, out of the total daily generation of about 3500 tons of solid waste, 1800 tons are collected and dumped by the DCC, 900 tons end up in backyards and informal landfills, 400 tons end up on roadsides or open space, 300 tons are recycled by the Tokais (destitute slum children acting as scavengers), and 100 tons go through informal recycling at the point of generation. Household, commercial, and industrial wastes are deposited in collection bins on the streets. The collected waste is disposed with a crude, open-dumping method, which triggers further environmental hazards and health risks. The Department of Environment  is emphasizing on implementaiton of Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects at the existing landfill waste dumping site at Matuail, Dhaka so that the site can further be used for at least 12 years. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It should be emphasized that a community-based solid waste management system involving recycling and composting, in conjunction with sanitary land-filling, and possibly provision for transfer stations if the landfill is far away, may be the way out of the current inefficient solid waste management system. If the undesirable adverse impacts from overflowing waste bins and accumulated wastes on roadsides are to be avoided, strict rules will need to be applied and enforced, and public awareness must be increased.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Bangladesh government has undertaken various development initiatives to manage the problems prevailing in environment, health and other social sectors. There are some glaring examples of public private partnerships, which have been proved as success stories in the field of environmental management. 
Bangladesh Government has banned the use of Polythene Shopping Bags and implementing the subsequent activities through the participation of different private level enterprises, which are manufacturing environment-friendly alternative bags. Government is providing incentives or subsidies, where it is applicable in boosting up this sort of environmental initiatives in private sector.

Sustainable Environment Management Project (SEMP) under the Ministry of Environment and Forest has been implementing the community based urban solid waste management, in some wards of Khulna and Dhaka city corporation, with the partnerships of NGOs, which has been proved very useful in cleaning our cities.  

Bangladesh Environment Management Project (BEMP) under the Ministry of Environment and Forest has implemented the idea of private public partnerships and it has effectively demonstrated that the initiative and extension of small-dedicated assistance from the public sector towards private entrepreneurs can solve potential environmental problems like solid waste and other nuisances of pollution. BEMP initiative on community based waste composting is another example of public private partnership, which made a great deal of success in environmental development in one municipality at Kishoreganj.    

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We need to enhance our capacity in terms of overall management of wastes and make our environment cleaner. We have to attach importance on
 Capacity Building, Education, Training and Awareness raising activities for furthering of our efforts. Participatory Ecosystem Management and Community-based Environmental Sanitation should get more attention at the policy level. Community based initiatives focused on recycling and composting are very helpful to reduce the total amount of waste quite substantially. 

With these words I would like say we have to go a long way to manage the whole gamut of environmental problems. With the cooperative effort of all the countries of the region, I hope we shall overcome the situation.

Thank you all.













































































































































































































